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RELIGIOUS TOURISM AT KOINÈ AS JUBILEE 2025 

AND MONTE BERICO 2026 APPROACH

Vicenza, 9th February 2023 – ﻿ The 2025 Jubilee and 2026 celebrations for the anniversary of the Marian apparition at Monte Berico (Vicenza): these will be the main events for religious tourism at Koinè - International Exhibition for the Religious World. The Italian Exhibition Group event specifically for the religious supply chain, scheduled to take place at Vicenza Expo Centre from 13th to 15th February, will feature six important appointments culminating with the sixth edition of the International Religious Tourism Exchange (BTRI). The Exchange will be attended by specific religious tourism buyers and sellers who will be gathering for a workshop and to share services, ideas and religious itinerary packages. At 10 am on Tuesday 14th February, the Exchange will be presenting the conference: “Faith Routes and Jubilee 2025”, while an all-day workshop will be held from 9 am to 4 pm.
The heart of Egypt at Koinè

A fascinating and important event for operators is scheduled for Monday 13th February at 11 am during which the Egyptian Antiquities Authority will present the new Holy Family Trail, the route that Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus took as they fled from Herod, and the places in which they lived for three years. According to millenary traditions, there are at least 25 places that the Holy Family visited during their three-year escape to Egypt.

Vicenza and the Marian Jubilee, the city is making preparations
In the afternoon, again on Monday 13th February, the Municipality of Vicenza, the Diocese of Vicenza and the Monte Berico Sanctuary will be presenting the Marian Jubilee Year. Activities will be introduced by the Mayor of Vicenza, Francesco Rucco, the Bishop of Vicenza, His Excellency Monsignor Giuliano Brugnotto, and Father Carlo Rossato, Rector of Monte Berico Sanctuary.

2026 will mark the 600th anniversary of the apparition of the Virgin Mary on the Berico Hill that dominates and overlooks the city of Vicenza, which is preparing for the jubilee event. For the occasion, the results of the research carried out by Cuoa Business School will be presented. The study was commissioned by the Vicenza Chamber of Commerce (Cciaa) to report on the current situation and possible future developments of spiritual tourism in Vicenza and to identify possible territorial enhancement strategies in view of the 2025 Jubilee and the 2026 celebrations for the anniversary of the Marian apparition on Mount Berico.
Furthermore, the curator of the splendid exhibition entitled “The Creators of Eternal Egypt”, currently underway in Vicenza’s enchanting Basilica Palladiana, will talk about the works on display and the exhibition itinerary.
The event Lands and faces of beauty, when cultural heritage creates development 

On 14th February at 3.30 pm, the Italian Episcopal Conference’s National Office for the Pastoral Care of Leisure, Tourism and Sport will present the first edition of the “Lands and Faces of Beauty” awards. The event intends to incite reflection on the importance of promoting the Church's cultural and relational heritage in terms of education, sport and tourism. The aim is to initiate a focus on beauty that not only generates economic development but also, and above all, the fundamental evolution of the individual. A commitment that will becomes tangible in the experiences that respond to the call for the “Lands and Faces of Beauty” recognition, which is addressed to Italian dioceses. The projects the dioceses put forward from their territory aim at creating beauty in the areas of culture, hospitality and tourism by bringing together development, innovation and inclusion. The National Office has identified 6 projects that it considers good practices to be disseminated and to which it will hand out an award at the end of a moment of reflection at Koinè.
The book by Vatican correspondent Muolo on the legend of the fourth wise man
According to legend, the Magi who came from the East to pay homage to baby Jesus were four and not three. The fourth, Artaban, was supposed to bring precious stones as a gift, but, having left late, he was unable to join his companions and arrived in Bethlehem when the Holy Family had already fled to Egypt to escape Herod's persecution.

In the novel “Per un'altra strada” (By a different route), published by Edizioni Paoline, Mimmo Muolo, Vatican journalist for the Avvenire newspaper, reinvents the Fourth Wise Man’s wanderings in the footsteps of the Nazareth-born child to culminate in a surprising ending in which the sum of the delays accumulated by the protagonist paradoxically turns into an early arrival. The novel will be presented at Koinè on 14th February at 12.30 pm. The author will be joined by Ansa (National Associated Press Agency) Vatican reporter, Manuela Tulli.

The world Artaban crosses in the novel is deliberately similar to our own. A world in which the phenomenon of migration has all the painful consequences that we hear reported in which the political-economic imbalance between the north and south of the world lead to innocent victims, while climate change, epidemics and persecutions cause tragedies to the detriment of the weakest. In this sense, the assonance with the magisterium of Pope Francis and his “prophetic” denunciation of those evils is very clear.
The Koinè 2023 programme can be found on: https://bit.ly/3yMBDxa 
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FOCUS ON ITALIAN EXHIBITION GROUP

Italian Exhibition Group S.p.A., a joint stock company listed on Euronext Milan, a regulated market organised and managed by Borsa Italiana S.p.A., has, with its facilities in Rimini and Vicenza, achieved national leadership over the years in the organisation of trade shows and conferences. The development of activities abroad - also through joint-ventures with global or local organisers, in the United States, United Arab Emirates, China, Mexico, Germany, Singapore, Brazil, for example – now sees the company positioned among the top European operators in the sector.  

This press release contains forecast elements and estimates that reflect the management’s current opinions (“forward-looking statements”), particularly regarding future management performance, realization of investments, cash flow trends and the evolution of the financial structure. For their very nature, forward-looking statements have a component of risk and uncertainty, as they depend on the occurrence of future events. The effective results may differ (even significantly) from those announced, due to numerous factors, including, only by way of example: food service market and tourist flow trends in Italy, gold and jewellery market trends, green economy market trends; the evolution of raw material prices; general macroeconomic conditions; geopolitical factors and evolutions in the legislative framework. Moreover, the information contained in this release does not claim to be complete, and has not been verified by independent third parties. Forecasts, estimates and objectives contained herein are based on the information available to the Company as at the date of this release.

